
1945 – 1953 Beginning 1953 – 1968 Development 1969 – 1979 Détente 1979 – 1991 The End 

People 

Stalin 22-53 

Churchill 40-45, 51-55 

Roosevelt 33-45 

Truman 45-53 

 

Policies 

Yalta Conference 

Potsdam Conference 

Truman Doctrine 

Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech 

Marshall Plan 1947 

Comecon 1949 

NATO – 1949 

 

Events 

War vs Germany Ends 

Berlin Blockade 48-49 

China become Communist 49 

Korean War 50-53 

Stalin dies 1953 

 

People 

Khrushchev 55 – 64  

Eisenhower 53 – 61  

Brezhnev 64 – 82 

Kennedy 61 – 63  

Johnson 63 – 68 

 

Policies 

Warsaw Pact – 1955 

Peaceful coexistence – Krushchev 

Brezhnev Doctrine 

Eisenhower Doctrine 

MAD–mutually assured destruction 

Vienna Conference 

 

Events 

Iran Coup 53 

Guatemala Coup 54 

Crisis in Poland & Hungary 56 

Berlin Wall 1961 

Start of Sino Soviet Split 1959 

Vietnam War 64 - 73 

Sputnik & arms race 

Cuban Missile Crisis 

Czech Crisis 68 

People 

Brezhnev 64-82 

Nixon 69-74  

Ford 74-77 

Kissinger (Sec. of State) 

Carter 77-81 

 

Policies 

Ostpolitik 

Linkage 

Salt 1 & 2 

Improved US/Chinese relations 

 

Events 

Vietnam War 

Nixon Visits China and Moscow 

Sino Soviet Split – Border war 

Arab – Israeli war. 

Iran and the Hostage Crisis 

 

 

 

 

 

People 

Reagan 1981 - 1989 

Gorbachev 1985 - 1991 

 

Policies 

Hardline–Anti Communist to begin 

SDI 

Reagan Doctrine 

Anti-alcohol campaign  

Glasnost 

Perestroika 

Novomyshlenie – ‘New thinking’ 

Reversal of Brezhnev Doctrine 

INF Treaty 87 

Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty 

START 91 

 

Events 

Afghanistan 

Economic decline in USSR 

Chernobyl Nuclear Disaster 

Eastern Europe chooses democracy 

Breakdown of the USSR 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


